SOCIOLOGY 2CC3
Constructing Deviance

Fall 2020 Instructor: Dr. Rhona Shaw
Lectures: Wednesday 7 — 9pm Ext:
Lecture Hall Location: Online Office:

Office Hours: by appointment via mail, phone or Zoom  Email: shawrm@mcmaster.ca
TAs: TBD

Course Description

From a sociological perspective, deviance may involve thoughts, beliefs and behaviours that are
seen by others as violating informal social norms and values, and formally enacted rules or laws.
While there are a number of sociological theories that attempt to explain deviant or non-
conforming behaviour, this course will focus specifically on social constructionist perspectives
of deviance. This approach is less concerned with theories that focus on the causes of deviant
behaviour, i.e. conditions regarded as inherent to individuals (biology, psychology) or to
pathological social conditions such as social disorganisation and social strain. Instead, our focus
will be on the ways in which deviance emerges as a product of individuals engaged in
definitional processes, and how they perceive, define and assert conditions to be deviant. Hence,
our concern will be the ways in which deviance is socially constructed (created, “made up”) and
how “significant and generalized others” interpret and respond to perceived departures from
social norms and practices. We will begin with a discussion of Positivist and Constructionist
approaches to the study of deviant behaviour, then moving on to a detailed analysis of Labeling
Theory, Social Problems and Post-Modernist conceptualisations of non-conformity. Finally, we
will look closely at the ways sexuality and the body (tattoos, extreme body modification, and
transhumanism), have been socially constructed as deviant.

Course Learning Objectives

This course addresses three University Undergraduate Degree Level Expectations (see,
http://cll.mcmaster.ca/COU/pdf/Undergraduate%20Degree%20Level%20Expectations.pdf).
First, theoretical perspectives of the structure and organization of deviant behaviour are multiple
and diverse in their conceptualizations and truth claims. Acquiring knowledge of these diverse
approaches will expand students’ depth and breadth of knowledge of this field of inquiry.
Second, there is no single method (sociological and otherwise) that has been accepted as the final
or best approach to explaining the complexities of deviant behaviour in Canada. As such, this
course requires that students consider and critically evaluate all competing theoretical and
empirical approaches. In so doing, students will gain an awareness of the problematics and limits
of knowledge regarding our understanding of what is regarded as deviance. Finally, this course
will encourage students to discuss theoretical and practical issues in class. Grading for this
course will be based on regular tutorial attendance and participation, 1 written assignment and
two examinations (mid-term and final). In each case, the student’s communication skills will be
challenged as well as enhanced.

Important Note: Introductory Sociology (1A06, IC03 or 1Z03) is a prerequisite for this class, or
with my permission.



Required Readings
All required readings will be made available via links on Avenue to Learn (AVE).

Course Policies

Evaluation:

1. Critical Reflection Paper (30%)

For this assignment, you are to apply the concepts of Labeling Theory (all addressed in class) to
analyze a personal experience(s) of deviance and/or of Othering. A handout describing the
requirements for this assignment will be provided on Avenue to Learn. The assignment is due
on Wednesday Dec 9" by 11:59pm on AVE.

2. Midterm Exam (30%)

The exam will cover lecture and required reading materials, including content from films,
Youtube videos, etc., and will consist of multiple-choice and true & false questions. The exam is
scheduled during regular class time on Wednesday October 28" 7 — 9pm online.

3. Article Summaries

Two (2) 1 — 1.5 page summaries from the Article Summaries reading list. Each summary will be
worth 5% for a total of 10% of the final mark. You may submit the summaries throughout
the term, but they must be submitted to AVE by Wednesday November 25" by 11:59pm.
Submit on AVE, in Assessments folder.

4. Final Examination (30%)

The format for the final exam will be the same as the mid-term. You will be responsible only for
the material covered after the mid-term exam. The final exam will be scheduled by the
Registrar’s Office.

Additional Information on Assignments

Assignments must be uploaded to AVE by the assigned deadline on the course schedule. All
pages must be numbered and have 1" margins on all sides. All text should be either single or
double-spaced (depending on the assignment) in an easy-to-read 12-point font. Failure to adhere
to these guidelines will be reflected in the mark for the assignment. More details to follow in
lecture and in the assignment instructions.

Late Assignments and Absences

The McMaster Student Absence Form (http://www.mcmaster.ca/msaf) is a self-reporting tool for
undergraduate students to report absences that last up to 5 days. This form allows students to
request accommodation for any missed academic work. This tool cannot be used during any 3
final examination period. You may submit a maximum of one Academic Work Missed request
per term. It is your responsibility to follow up with your instructor immediately regarding the
nature of the accommodation. If you are absent more than 5 classes, exceed 1 request per term,
or are absent for a non-medical reason, you must visit the office of the Associate Dean of your
Faculty. You may be required to provide supporting documentation. Any disruption this causes
to turning in assignments on time, completing exams, and so forth, must be addressed directly
with me as soon as possible. For late assignments without approved excuses, you must make
arrangements directly with me to submit the assignment. Assignments will be marked down




5 percentage points for each day it is late, including weekend days and holidays. I will NOT
accept late assignments that are 3 or more days late. You will be awarded a mark of 0 for
assignments submitted after the 3" day.

Absences, Missed Work, Illness
In the event of an absence for medical or other reasons, students should review and follow the

Academic Regulation in the Undergraduate Calendar “Requests for Relief for Missed Academic
Term Work™.

Avenue to Learn

In this course we will be using Avenue to Learn. All lectures will be delivered using Echo 360,
and can be accessed via Avenue to Learn. Students should be aware that, when they access the
electronic components of this course, private information such as first and last names, user
names for the McMaster e-mail accounts, and program affiliation may become apparent to all
other students in the same course. The available information is dependent on the technology
used. Continuation in this course will be deemed consent to this disclosure. If you have any
questions or concerns about such disclosure please discuss this with the course instructor.

University Policies
Academic Integrity Statement
You are expected to exhibit honesty and use ethical behaviour in all aspects of the learning
process. Academic credentials you earn are rooted in principles of honesty and academic
integrity.
Academic dishonesty is to knowingly act or fail to act in a way that results or could result in
unearned academic credit or advantage. This behaviour can result in serious consequences, €.g.
the grade of zero on an assignment, loss of credit with a notation on the transcript (notation
reads: “Grade of F assigned for academic dishonesty”), and/or suspension or expulsion from the
university.
It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty. For information on
the various types of academic dishonesty please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy.
The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty

e Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one’s own or for which other credit

has been obtained.
e Improper collaboration in group work.
e Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations.

Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities who require academic accommodation must contact Student
Accessibility Services (SAS) at 905-525-9140 ext. 28652 or sas@mcmaster.ca to make
arrangements with a Program Coordinator. For further information, consult McMaster
University’s Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities policy.

Academic Accommodation for Religious, Indigenous or Spiritual Observances (RISO)
Students requiring academic accommodation based on religious, indigenous or spiritual
observances should follow the procedures set out in the RISO policy. Students requiring a RISO
accommodation should submit their request to their Faculty Office normally within 10 working



days of the beginning of term in which they anticipate a need for accommodation or to the
Registrar's Office prior to their examinations. Students should also contact their instructors as
soon as possible to make alternative arrangements for classes, assignments, and tests.

Conduct Expectations

As a McMaster student, you have the right to experience, and the responsibility to demonstrate,
respectful and dignified interactions within all of our living, learning and working communities.
These expectations are described in the Code of Student Rights & Responsibilities (the “Code”).
All students share the responsibility of maintaining a positive environment for the academic and
personal growth of all McMaster community members, whether in person or online.

It is essential that students be mindful of their interactions online, as the Code remains in effect
in virtual learning environments. The Code applies to any interactions that adversely affect,
disrupt, or interfere with reasonable participation in University activities. Student disruptions or
behaviours that interfere with university functions on online platforms (e.g. use of Avenue 2
Learn, WebEx or Zoom for delivery), will be taken very seriously and will be investigated.
Outcomes may include restriction or removal of the involved students’ access to these platforms.

Copyright and Recording

Students are advised that lectures, demonstrations, performances, and any other course material
provided by an instructor include copyright protected works. The Copyright Act and copyright
law protect every original literary, dramatic, musical and artistic work, including lectures by
University instructors

The recording of lectures, tutorials, or other methods of instruction may occur during a course.
Recording may be done by either the instructor for the purpose of authorized distribution, or by a
student for the purpose of personal study. Students should be aware that their voice and/or image
may be recorded by others during the class. Please speak with the instructor if this is a concern
for you.

Faculty of Social Sciences E-mail Communication Policy

Effective September 1, 2010, it is the policy of the Faculty of Social Sciences that all e-mail
communication sent from students to instructors (including TAs), and from students to staff,
must originate from the student’s own McMaster University e-mail account. This policy protects
confidentiality and confirms the identity of the student. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure
that communication is sent to the university from a McMaster account. If an instructor becomes
aware that a communication has come from an alternate address, the instructor may not reply at
his or her discretion.

Course Modification

The instructor and university reserve the right to modify elements of the course during the term.
The university may change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses in extreme
circumstances. If either type of modification becomes necessary, reasonable notice and
communication with the students will be given with explanation and the opportunity to comment
on changes. It is the responsibility of the student to check his/her McMaster email and course
websites weekly during the term and to note any changes.



Review of Marks
We will be diligent in marking all assignments fairly and accurately. Nonetheless, occasionally

students disagree with the marks they receive. When this occurs, we will be happy to review the
mark of any assignment or exam. Please note that when a mark is reviewed, the new mark may
be lower than the original.

Email — use shawrm@mcmaster.ca only
Please consider email equivalent to any other form of written communication. Students who
write to their professors and teaching assistants are expected to follow rules of spelling, grammar
and punctuation. In addition, please include a proper greeting, such as "Dear Dr. Shaw," and a
closing that includes your full name and the course you are taking. Emails failing to meet these
standards may be returned unanswered. Email containing questions that can be answered by
referring to this syllabus or to Avenue to Learn may not be answered. 1 do check the separate
Avenue to Learn email, but only intermittently, so please do not contact me that way. All email
communication must come from your mcmaster.ca email account.

Grades

Grades will be based on the McMaster University grading scale:

MARK GRADE

90-100 A+

85-89 A

80-84 A-

77-79 B+

73-76 B

70-72 B-

67-69 C+

63-66 C

60-62 C-

57-59 D+

53-56 D

50-52 D-

0-49 F

TOPICS &

Week No. READINGS
Week 1 Introduction & Overview of course
Wed Sept 9™ 1t is important that you view this introductory lecture prior to accessing subsequent lectures.

One weekly lecture will be posted Wednesday evening by 7pm.

Positivism and Social Constructionism — Important Concepts




Week 2
Wed Sept 16t

Symbolic Interactionism & Labeling Theory
Readings:

(1) Deutschmann, L. Chapter 10 — Interaction Theories.
(i1) Plummer, K. Labeling Theory.

Week 3 Deviant Careers
Wed Sept 231 Readings:
(1) Becker — Becoming a Marijuana User.
Week 4 Deviant Identities — Developing a Deviant Identity
Wed Sept 30t Readings:
(1) Weinberg, et al. Becoming Bisexual.
(i1) Scully & Marolla. Convicted Rapists’ Vocabulary of Motive: Excuses and Justifications.
Week S Deviant Identities — Stigma
Wed Oct 7% Readings:
(1) Flett. To tell or not to tell. Managing a concealable identity in the workplace.
Week 6 READING WEEK
Wed Oct 14" No Lectures
Week 7 Social Constructionism & Social Problems
Wed Oct 215 Readings:
(1) Best J. The Constructionist Stance.
(i) Maratea, R. Online Claims-Making: The NRA and Gun Advocacy in Cyberspace.
Week 8 MIDTERM EXAM
Wed Oct 28™ ONLINE
Week 9 Social Construction of Deviant Sexualities
Wed Nov 4t Readings:
(1) Bullough, V. Homosexuality and the Medical Model.
Week 10 Medicalisation of Sexual Deviance
Wed Nov 11 Readings:
(i) Moniyhan, R. The making of a disease: female sexual dysfunction.
Necessary Documentary: Orgasm Inc.
viewing https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yRdn8A1L1e0&t=371s
Week 11 Demedicalisation of Sexual Deviance - The Case of Homosexuality
Wed Nov 18 Readings:
(1) Conrad, P & A. Angell. Homosexuality & Remedicalisation
Necessary Documentary: CBS The Homosexuals
viewing https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2WNEdoXo0Yg
Week 12 Social Construction of Deviant Bodies — Tattoos and Extreme Body Modification
Wed Nov 25® Readings:

(1) Kleese, C. ‘Modern ‘Primitivism’: Non-mainstream body modification and racialized
representation.

Both Article Reviews due on AVE by 11:59pm




Week 13 Social Construction of Deviant Bodies - Transabilism & Transhumaism

Wed Dec 2™ Readings:
(1) This limb is mine but I do not want it: from anatomy to body ownership.
(1) Longevity Ancient and Modern.

Week 14 Extreme Deviance - Serial Killing
Wed Dec 9t Readings:
(1) Serial killers: 1. Subtypes, patterns, and motives.

Major assignment due on AVE by 11:59pm




